located in the Asia Pacific region (Seychelles, India, Sri Lanka, and Thailand), with incidence rates more than 10 per 100 000 people, as well as in Latin America and the Caribbean. In some countries, up to 15% of the population have serological evidence of exposure. In recent years, the advent of ecotourism and white water rafting with more exposure to water has resulted in more cases of the disease. 8 If leptospirosis is not diagnosed and treated with antibiotics, severe cases develop renal and hepatic failure with mortality as high as 10% to 20%.
This journal has followed the progress of leptospirosis in our region beginning with an article on its emergence in Korea and then Malaysia. 9, 10 With the climate change our earth is undergoing, leptospirosis is becoming an increasing burden. [11] [12] [13] The changing epidemiology of leptospirosis is a model of the public health challenges that our region will face over the next few decades. In this issue of the journal, we continue to follow the increasing importance of leptospirosis in our region with a review of the increasing rates of the disease in Malaysia. 14 
